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Throughout history the mission of the library … remains unchanged although change is constantly occurring in the ways in which librarians fulfill the library's mission. (IFLA, 1999) T he International Federation of Library Associations began in 1927 as an association consisting mostly of national library groups and academic libraries. One of the very first international non-profit and nongovernmental associations, IFLA was organized with a focus on international discourse between librarians. Although in its first decade membership was centered mainly in European and Western nations, by 1940 IFLA had association members from China, India, Mexico, Egypt, and Japan Today, new technology both enables and empowers more than 1600 members from 140 countries to work toward common goals. IFLA members share not only a dedication to library service, but also a commitment to the idea that the library is an evolving force that has the power to inform, influence, and impact all cultures, including the evolving global culture. Current membership includes 61 industrialized and 85 Third World nations. The U.S. has seven library associations and 150 institutions that participate actively in IFLA.
Just as IFLA has grown in membership over time, its focus has been broadened, both from within by new perspectives introduced with each new culture that joins the Federation, and from without by revolutionary changes and technological progress. IFLA's stated objective is "to promote international understanding, cooperation, discussion, research and development in all fields of library activity, including bibliography, information services and the education of personnel, and provide a body through which librarianship can be represented in matters of international interest." (IFLA, 1999) Another body, the Professional Board, oversees the five Core Programs' eight divisions (three for different types of libraries, four for different library activities, and the Division for Regional Activities, with this eighth division focusing on libraries and information specialists in developing countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean). Each section is steered by an elected, expert-based standing committee.
Programs
All members are active in the IFLA core programs. The very wide spectrum of concerns is revealed in the list of core programs: Preservation and Conservation; Universal Availability of Publication; Universal Bibliographic Control and International MARC; Universal Dataflow and Telecommunications; and Advancement of Librarianship in the Third World. New round tables are created as needed as outgrowths of working groups. In addition to the work done in the core programs, IFLA also hosts an annual international conference, which is the largest conference of library professionals in the world. IFLA also publishes IFLA Professional Reports, which includes reports on professional meetings and bibliographies of conference papers. The IFLA Publication Series is a series of monographs. Sales from these publications help support IFLA. Other funding comes from sponsors, grants, government subsidies, UNESCO, and other funding agencies, contributions from several national libraries, and membership fees.
Communication
To facilitate communication and cooperation among IFLA's members, IFLANET was established in 1994. As the "virtual IFLA," IFLANET provides an international listserv for librarians that also links listserv members to IFLA headquarters' IFLADOC, a document server, and provides links to over 1000 external resources. Each core program, division and section also has a page/ link. IFLANET HOME is supported by The National Library of Canada, and its mirror site, IFLANET MIRROR (EUROPE), is maintained by the National Library of France. IFLANET MIRROR (ASIA and PACIFIC) is hosted by the National Library of Canada. More mirror sites are being recruited in Third World countries. The goal of IFLANET is to provide a "worldwide communications network for libraries and librarianship that will transcend the barriers of time, place and level of development." (Wedgewood, 1995) Goals IFLA's stated objectives are:
• To represent librarianship in matters of international interest.
• To promote continuing education of library personnel.
• being done in Third World countries, especially in Africa. In 1998, IFLA's Regional Section for Africa launched a staff development program to increase staff competency, professionalism and professional growth in African countries whose people are some of the most isolated in the world. IFLA recognizes the socio-economic barriers that must be overcome in less-developed countries to enable them to access the benefits brought though the GII. International literacy is also a key issue that IFLA hopes to impact through initiatives and policy recommendations. One of the fastest growing round tables is womens issues (RTWI), which has focused on wideranging issues such as the status of women librarians in various countries, the need to target women in developing countries, and providing service to community women. A recent RTWI conference drew speakers from the International Information Center and Archives for the Women's Movement in Amsterdam; the Korean Women's Development Institute in Seoul; the Center for Women in Ekaterinburg, Russia; Bulawayo, Zimbabwe; and Rabat, Morocco. Issue papers on emerging concerns such as the international forum on copyright law, the decline of government funding, and outreach to latchkey children, reflect IFLA's total commitment to world betterment through libraries. One member, Duane E. Webster, summed up that commitment clearly when he stated that "We face an exciting era where new technology must be viewed as a precious public asset to be leveraged for the benefit of society as a whole, not as an exploitable economic commodity for the monetary gain of a few." (Wedgeworth, 1995) IFLA and Its Role (Continued from page 19)
